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Thank you, Liz, for your leadership, vision and  
energy. As Executive Director, Liz guided the  
strategic work that empowered Pegasus to become  
an organization providing comprehensive, high- 
quality legal services to the most vulnerable children  
and youth in our state. The next executive  
director will further develop this work. Read more 
from Liz in her letter on page four. 

Thank you, Betul, for your stewardship and  
coordination of the Board. As Board President, Betul  
spearheaded our activity as we prepared for a  
leadership shift, expanded the Jewelry Extravaganza 

and managed our budget. She generated powerful 
momentum for our board. 

The upcoming year will be transformative for  
Pegasus. Thank you to the community members 
who make the transformation possible: donors 
and volunteers who invest resources; professionals 
who work for positive change, and advocates who  
promote justice for children. I’m eager to serve  
with you. 

	           Ian Esquibel, MBA
		  Pegasus Board President

Let’s celebrate Pegasus’ 15 years, Liz, and past Board members by creating  
an endowment for Pegasus. This year, I invite you to make two investments 
– one designated to the 2017-18 operating budget and another designated to 
the endowment (at least 15% of the former; 15% to recognize the 15 years of  
operations). We have a $25,000 goal to open an endowment. Please join me in 
contributing to the current and on-going financial health of Pegasus. 

Happy 15th birthday Pegasus — what an exciting time as we  

experience transition and opportunity during fiscal year 2017-

2018! As we say goodbye to past leaders and welcome new ones, 

the Pegasus Board of Directors commits to supporting on-going  

success for the organization’s team members, partners and clients.    
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Back Row: Ella Brown, Social Worker; Cindy Quiñonez, Receptionist; Matthew Bernstein,  
Staff Attorney; Lawrence Kronen, Senior Staff Attorney Middle Row: Cassandra  
Dennis, Office Administrator; Bette Fleishman, Managing Attorney; Miriam Rea, Staff  

Attorney; Lynda Romero, Administrative Assistant FRONT ROW: Nicole Saunders,  
Paralegal;  Liz McGrath, Executive Director; Jennifer Romero, Staff Attorney; NOT  

PICTURED: Tara Ford, Legal Director. 

The Pegasus Team

After almost 15 years at Pegasus, I am stepping  
down as executive director. Pegasus’ Board 
has initiated the search for my replacement,  
and I expect to be moving on sometime  
this summer or early fall. Without a doubt, I can  
say that founding Pegasus and acting as executive 
director has been the most rewarding experience of 
my life. 

I owe an incredible debt of gratitude to my  
co-founder, Tara Ford, for her brilliance, dedication,  
and friendship. I am also grateful to all of the  
amazing individuals who have served on our Board 
over the years – I wish I could name them all here.  
I leave Pegasus with great confidence in our staff; 
they hold the vision and values of Pegasus, and they 
will give the new Executive Director the time he or 
she needs to become a leader who can drive Pegasus’ 
future work.

One of the things that has given me tremendous 
satisfaction as executive director of Pegasus is the 
generosity of all the people who have supported us 

over the years. It is as though there had been a dark, 
blank space in the community, and when Pegasus 
filled that space, the community of people who care 
most about children and youth breathed a sigh of 
relief. They hadn’t realized Pegasus was missing until 
it showed up. That support has buoyed us through 
some very difficult times. I leave with confidence 
that the incredible support will continue – no one 
wants that blank space to reappear.

Finally, I want to thank all of our clients – from the 
infants in foster care, to the teenagers experiencing  
homelessness, to the grandparents raising their 
grandchildren – for the honor of serving them.  
I don’t know exactly what I’ll be doing after I leave 
Pegasus, but one thing is sure: I will continue to fight 
for the right of all the people of New Mexico to live a 

full and joyful life – especially the children.

	 Sincerely,

	 Liz McGrath, Executive Director

Letter from the Executive Director 



We put together a team of staff and contract  
attorneys, and managing attorneys with over thirty 
years of experience in the child welfare system.

During the past year, Pegasus attorneys have  
identified several areas where the rights of foster 
children are not receiving the attention and respect 
they deserve.  For example, too often children with 
developmental disabilities are identified as having 
a mental health problem without consideration of 
their developmental disability. Consequently, our 

clients sometimes are placed in services that are  
inappropriate. When the child does not respond  
to the services, he or she is labeled as seriously  
troubled, leading to placements with higher and 
higher levels of restriction. 

Pegasus is working hard to ensure that children 
in foster care who have a developmental disability  
receive appropriate services, and that they have the 
opportunity to live in the least restrictive placement 
appropriate for their needs.

In 2016, Pegasus significantly expanded its representation 
of children and youth in foster care when it entered into 
a contract to represent children and youth in 40% of the 
cases filed in the 2nd Judicial District, the largest judicial 
district in the state.   

Currently, New Mexico lacks a universally accepted screening tool for pediatricians and other  
primary care providers to use to identify risk for mental health and developmental delays in 
young children. Linking families to needed services early helps reduce behavioral and emotional  
problems (depression, anxiety, aggression), suicide rates, substance use, involvement with  
juvenile justice, and improved school attendance and grades. Screening also improves lives for 
families and extended families through decreased caregiver strain, increased capacity to handle 
the child’s challenging behavior, and increased ability to work and earn money. The Alliance for 
Early Success is supporting Pegasus’ work to identify and promote screening tools that capture 
developmental progress and the need for early intervention services.

SPOTLIGHT 
ON early

intervention

BETTE FLEISHMAN,
Managing Attorney



substance abuse, domestic violence, homelessness  

and poverty are reoccurring factors leading to  

children ending up in foster care or with relatives 

seeking guardianship. There are times that I feel 

discouraged and sad. But there are joyous moments  

too, like when a grandmother hugs me with  

happiness and relief upon obtaining guardianship 

of her grandchild or when a child runs up to me  

during a home visit.  Establishing trust with my  

clients is a priority for me and I work very hard  

at it. Small gestures of trust and kindness such  

as this one makes me love my job. I also get to 

hold and cuddle babies – and who is not going   

to love that! 

When I explain the type of work that I do, people  
often react with sadness or preoccupation about my 
ability to deal with issues of abuse and neglect of  
children. It is true that my work involves tough  
subjects and very emotional situations involving a  
very vulnerable population: 

Pegasus is the primary beneficiary of the Day of the Tread (DOTT), an annual cycling 
event that benefits children’s charities and brings people and families together. The 
DOTT promotes healthy choices for people of all fitness levels. New Mexicans celebrate 
with food, music and costumes. Last year the DOTT raised over $20,000 to help with the 
legal needs of New Mexico’s children and youth. We hope you will consider supporting 
Pegasus in 2017 by participating in, volunteering for, or sponsoring the Day of the Tread.

www.dayofthetread.com

RIDE FOR 
CHILDREN

OCTOBER 29, 2017 
MIRIAM REA, 
Staff Attorney



Larry is known throughout New Mexico as the 
leading expert on the Kinship Guardianship  
Act. He has helped hundreds of grandparents  
and other caregivers become legal guardians of 
children whose parents cannot raise them due to 
substance abuse, mental illness and incarceration.  
Larry’s many former clients are unstinting in their  
praise and gratitude for Larry’s sensitive and  
compassionate work. Larry is known not just for  
his zealous representation of his clients, but  

for his compassion for the opposing parties who are  
usually unrepresented and struggling to overcome 
their own histories of abuse, neglect, substance 
abuse, and mental illness. We will miss Larry and we 
wish him well in his new endeavors. 

Larry Kronen, director of the Kinship Guardianship  
Program, is leaving Pegasus after more than ten years of 
service. Larry will be opening a private practice through 
which he will continue his work protecting the health,  
welfare and rights of New Mexicans.  

Larry received the 2016 2nd Judicial  
District Pro Bono Committee’s Pro Bono  
Attorney of the Year award for his  
years of work on the committee and  
his commitment to providing legal  
services to low income people. 

Pegasus recognizes the importance of serving its clients in a comprehensive and holistic manner, 
beyond the legal realm. To address that need, Pegasus provides internships to students in social 
work programs. Interns receive supervision from Ella Brown, the staff social worker, to develop  
practice that promotes advocacy for clients along the spectrum from micro to macro work.  
Interns accompany clients to court, do foster home visits, provide thoughtful referrals, research  
relevant support systems, do outreach to community agency partners, and participate in  
statewide efforts to create legislative changes that better the lives of children in New Mexico.  
Interns work in partnership with attorneys across all Pegasus programs, rounding out the services 
provided while gaining a wide range of experience that informs their future practice. 

SOCIAL 
WORK

INTERNS

LARRY KRONEN,
Senior Staff Attorney



1.2.3.4.
Donate Directly 

Go to our website 
pegasuslaw.org to 
donate through a 
one-time donation  
or setup monthly 
donations.

SMITHS REWARDS

Sign up online at
smithsfoodanddrug.
com and Smiths will 
donate a percentage 
of your purchases to 
Pegasus at no extra 
charge to you.

AMAZON SMILE

Sign up online at
smile.amazon.com
and a percentage  
of your regular  
Amazon purchases 
will go directly to 
Pegasus.

MY CHANGE

Have your purchases 
automatically rounded 
up to the nearest  
dollar. Your “change” 
will go directly to  
Pegasus. Sign up at 
mychange.com. 

Pegasus continues to increase and grow support from the community in its  
important work on behalf of children and youth in New Mexico. 

Jewelry donations, corporate sponsorships, and business sponsorships are now  
being accepted. Please email info@pegasuslaw.org for more information. 

 
Donations are tax-deductible. 

SAVE THE DATE
For the TENTH Annual Pegasus
Jewelry Extravaganza
Sunday, December 3, 2017
12:00-3:00 @ BOSQUE SCHOOL
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AKERSON FAMILY FOUNDATION

CamNet, Inc. 

Terry deGraauw, P.C. 

DeLta Uniform & Linen

Ephesus Office 

Technologies, Inc. 

First Citizens Bank

Freedman Boyd Hollander  
Goldberg Urias & Ward P.A. 

Geer Wissel Levy & 
Hartwell, P.A. 

Jerome Johnson, CPA, LLC

Luz Photography

New Mexico Bank and Trust

New Mexico Black Lawyers 
Association 

Pieroni Family Law, LLC

Pregenzer, Baysinger,  
Wideman & Sale, P.C. 

Rio Grande Jewelry

Rothstein Donatelli LLP

Sandia Area Federal 
Credit Union 

Susan Sedoryk – 
Coldwell Banker LegACY

Shapiro Law Office, P.C.

State Bar of New Mexico

Steffy Law Firm P.C.

U.S. Bank

Wallen – Eloisa  
Family Fund 

Walther Family Law

WHAT GOES AROUND, 
A CONSIGNMENT BOUTIQUE

Zia Trust, Inc. 

Amanda Aragon
Nancy Jo Archer	
Cecilia Alvarado
Martha Alvarado
John Alston
Louise Archibeque
Jasmine Baillio
Troy Baillio
Cheri Bertram		
Linda Bunnell
Kathy Chilton
Tammy Christensen
Susan Conway	
Megan Dennis
Barbara Dodge
Isiah Duran
Cynthia Gibbons
Felisha Gibbons	
Mikeyy Gibbons
Josephine Graf
Martha Griego
Michelle Griego
Marsha Heyman	
Carol Kirk Rodriguez	

Diane LeAnnais
Larissa Lozano
Barbara Mathis
Gaelle McConnell
Lucy McDermott	
Jane McGrath
Sally McGrath
David Monson	
Janet Moses
Shirley Murphy	
Simon O’Rourke	
Amy Ostlie	
Kiki Pavlantos
Mary Peters
Jessie Romero
Jessica Lee Romero
Randy Saunders
Greg Sherman
Melinda Smith	
Deborah Solove
Jonathan Trujillo	
Adriana Vargas	
Virginia Yen

Audited FinancialS: FY16	
Revenue:	 $786,566	 100%
Contracts	 523,383	 66%
Grants 	 130,000	 17%
Donations 	 106,714	 14%
Attorney’s Fees 	 20,326	 2%
Other Income 	 6,143	 1%

Expenses: 	 $870,383	 100%
Program	 686,171	 79%
Management	 141,351	 16%
Fundraising	 42,861	 5%

Lorin & David Abbey
John Attwood
The Hon, Theodore Baca
	 & Julie M. Baca
Megan Baldridge
Laura Bassein
Jerome Bernstein
	 & Susan Bernstein
Mr. & Mrs. Cliff 
	 Blaugrund
Darryl Bloom
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Aja Brooks
Michael Browde
Loral Butler
The Hon. Gail Chasey
I. Nancy Colella  
	 & Peter Klages
Cristen Conley  
	 & Mike Anderson
Richard J Cronin
Mr. & Mrs. Ray Crowder
Dr. Alice Cushing
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel  
	 L. Dazzo
Barbara Dodge
Mr. & Mrs. John Egbert
Gretchen Elsner
Dr. & Mrs. James F.  
	 Fahey Jr.
Reta Finn
Bette Fleishman
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy
	 Flynn-O’Brien
Mr. & Mrs. Wallace Ford

Chris Ford
Douglas Ford
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Garcia

Mr. & Mrs. Robert S.  
	 Gelbard
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Gibbs

Mr. Hal Gershenson &
	D r. Naomi Kistin
Michelle Giger 
	 & Karl Johnson
Sonia Gipson Rankin

Regina Griego

Mike Griego & 
	 Martha Griego
Maria Greigo
Kim A, Griffith
Mrs. Alicia L. Gutierrez 
	 & Mr. Dennis A. Rivera
Joan Hart & Fred Hart
Kay Henriksen
Tova Indritz
Ms. Mary Jacintha 
	 & Mr. Stefan Posse
Francine Jacquez
Jerome Johnson
Rachel Justus
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Kauffman
Julia W. Kramer
Anita Letter
David & Betsy Lewis
Amanda Lootens
Melanie Ludwig
Maria Martinez
 

Elizabeth Mason, PC 
Barbara L. Mathis  
	 & Gordon Reiselt
Catherine McClain 
	 & John F. Schooley
Cynthia McGrath
Sally McGrath
Carolyn Merchant
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Ranne Miller  
	 & Margo McCormick
Kay Monaco & Richard 
	 Winterbottom
Linda K. Moore
Dr. Shirley Murphy
Dr. Zev Nathan  
	 & Dr. Neal Mazer
Kathleen M.V. Oakey
Cynthia O’Connell
Dr. Renee Ornelas
Eloy C. Padilla
Mr. & Mrs. Russell K. 	
	 Parker
Dr. & Mrs. Stuart Paster
Thomas L. Popejoy
Ruth O. Pregenzer
Colleen Reardon
Donald P. Reynolds
Rosemary Rolon
Jessie Romero
Dr. Robert Rosenberg & 
	 Mrs. Jane B. Wishner
Pia Salazar & 
	 Patrick Sullivan
Karan Sandoval
 

D M Sanford
Dr. Susan Scott
Mr. & Mrs. Steven 
	 Seligman
Dan & Barbara Shapiro
Debi Shoemaker
Dr. Anne R. Simpson
Sarah Singleton
Mr. Ben R. Smiley &
	 Ms. Annette V. Hayden
Deborah Solove
Stephen & Annette 
	 Spector
Jeanine Steffy
Luis & Pat Stelzner
Rifka Stern
Rosa Tarin
Kathryn Terry
David Thomas
Gretchen Walther
Kelly Waterfall
Mr. & Mrs. Alexander F. 	
	 Watson
Norman Weiss
Mr. Steven F. Wenk & Mrs.
	C heri Leonard-Wenk
Mr. & Mrs. Gene 
	 Wheatley
Ms. Kathryn Wissel & 
	 Mr. Robert Goodkind
Ms. Kim Zamarin & 
	 Ms. Ruth Shy
Vita Zodin

generous donors:

VOLUNTEERS:



3201 4th Street NW, Albuquerque, NM 87107
Phone: (505) 244-1101  Fax: (505) 244-0060
ABQ Ride Bus Route 10 to North 4th Street

www.pegasuslaw.org


